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The Army of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) infantry played a crucial role in the Vietnam War as the
primary ground force against the Viet Cong (VC) and North Vietnamese Army (NVA). Established in
1955, it consisted of regular army units and regional forces. American advisors and their own instructors
trained ARVN soldiers, who were equipped with a range of weapons and supporting assets. The ARVN
engaged in offensive campaigns, defensive actions, and counterinsurgency operations, they faced
challenges such as guerrilla tactics and difficult terrain. While their performance varied, the
ARVN infantry participated in major battles like Ap Bac, Dak To, and the Tet Offensive.
Challenges included infiltration, corruption, leadership issues, and coordination problems.

As American involvement decreased, the ARVN assumed greater responsibility
but faced significant challenges. In 1975, the ARVN rapidly
collapsed during the NVA's major offensive, leading to the fall of
Saigon and communist rule. Despite difficulties, individual ARVN
soldiers demonstrated courage and dedication, making significant
contributions alongside allied forces in the defence of South Vietnam.

Sample poses can be found on the
last page of this assembly instruction
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Optlonal Accesso"es 185: M1942 Pouches J7k: CIDG Ruck Sack

194: M1942 Pouches with FAD 175: Tropical Ruck Sack

(98 ] EQ] HE y iﬁ“ @) 179: Carbine Pouches Ju: Tropical Ruck Sack, M72 LAW tube

i
185 194 179 192 180 193 186 192: Carbine Pouches with FAD

J80: Universal Pouch
188 195 187

181

193: Universal Pouch with Smoke Grenade

186: Universal Pouches with Grenades
J81: Canteen

188: M1911A1 Pistol Pouch with Pistol
195: M1911A1 Pistol Pouch

187: Grease Gun Pouch

J73: M1945 Back Pack

168: M1945 Back Pack, Straw Mat

FACTS: ARVN forces were issued WW2 and Korean War era weapons and equipment.
The M1910 double-hooks were fitted to the M1956 equipment belts. M1956 suspenders
could be used with M1923 cartridge, M1936 pistol, and even M1937 BAR belts. Many
ARVN soldiers customized their M1956 ILCE accessories based on their allocated weapons
and availability.
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Riflemen C

FACTS: Many Vietnamese
showed a natural ability with
the 40mm M79 Grenade
Launcher. This light and
compact weapon was issued
one per rifle squad starting
from 1966/67, replacing the
previously issued BAR. It
provided the squad with a
useful increase in both direct
and indirect firepower.
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5 Riflemen E

FACTS: From 1964 until late 1968,
the ARVN force structure primarily
comprised ten infantry divisions within
four corps headquarters. During
these years of the heaviest fighting,
ARVN troop numbers soared to over
700,000. In the last six years of the
war (1969-1975), there were over one
million ARVN soldiers serving in
eleven infantry divisions, making the
ARVN one of the world's largest
armies.
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281002 US Marmes W|th Command (Box of 30 p\asucﬂgﬁres)

281004 US Army (Box of 30 plastic ﬂgures)




Riflemen F
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FACTS: The ARVN rarely
participated in offensive operations
following the Battle of la Drang in
November 1965. Instead, they
excelled in search-and-destroy and
“sweeping” missions with close US
association. These limited-action
missions had clear objectives and
little use of air support. The ARVN
had dramatically improved its
performance over a short period of
two years under the new combat
operations plan.
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280119 BeII UH-1D/ UH 1H “Huey” Helicopter
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280134 M113A1 APC & Variants

280136 M577A1 Command Post Vehlcle
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280135 M106A1 Mortar Carrié;

280126 US M102 105mm Light Howitzer wih Gun Crew
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